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of my other teachers were like, oh yeah, we knew you'd be able to do something like this. I definitely

cried. I've been really been a bit of a cry baby since the day I was born. So when I was told that, oh yeah,

you really kind of gave me a new perspective on Evanston, you gave me, you make me feel like I'm still

doing my job even when I feel tired, even when I have a hard class. When you said that, when you said

that those teachers who make relationships with the students, they're the best teachers ever. I felt really



What about you, Gabby? What do you tell your peers, underclassmen who feel like they don't belong?

What advice would you give them? I'll ask you that question.

Gabby Burnett (10:25):

That you have “belonging” with me. I've never been one to, if new kids to me, they don't seem like new

kids. They just seem like kids, you're here to do the same thing I'm doing. Your path might be a little

different, but me and you have one goal and it's to get out of here. So when there's new kids in the area,

I always feel like, okay, well I feel like a welcome in person. I'm your starter friend. No matter what,

you're going to find a friend in me until you find your real friend group or until you feel like staying my

friend for this entire period of time, which of course, open arms over here, but I want every person to

feel like if they don't belong that you will always have that one person and that one person will always be

your go-to. And once you find that one person, and once you make that one connection, those

connections are going to grow. There's a joke. It's not even a joke. It's the truth. Everybody in Evanston

knows everybody. In Evanston, I was raised on that. So I don't want anybody who's new to Evanston or

new, they're go to Niles and they transferred to Evanston to not feel like, Hey, you're, you're not a part of

us. You're weird. You came from the outside. This isn't your group. We already have groups of staff. No.

And Evanson has never been a community like that either. So for the people who come in, don't come in

with a closed mind, find your person after you find your person, make everybody know you. Once you

make everybody know you, then you're set. Evanston's your oyster.

Marcus Campbell (11:43):

That's really good advice. So I think what I hear you saying is find one person, right? Maybe not a crowd,

but maybe if you can find your one, that can be very helpful. That's really good. So we're going to wrap

up in a little bit, but I do want to ask you this. I think it's a good question. What would you tell your

freshman self now about ETHS and or what would you tell any eighth grader coming in? But I'm curious

when you go back and I know we were remote your freshman year and all of that, but what would you

tell yourself?

Romel Rojas-Leon (12:18):

I would tell myself to start off strong. I remember my teachers in seventh grade and just like middle

school, they would always be like, oh, high school isn't what you think it is. You need to work hard

freshman year. And I kind of just took that for granted and didn't take it serious because it was online.

But now that I look back as a senior, I'm like, oh, I wish I would've done better in freshman year because

just academic wise.

Marcus Campbell (12:46):

Yeah, start strong. I like that. Gabby?

Gabby Burnett (12:49):



Get your safe space and get it quick. I have a few safe spaces in the school where I know that if I really

cannot or if I'm not comfortable going to a social worker or if I need some help sitting down and talking

to the teachers or the staff, I have that place. The entire Hub staff, I feel like they're part of my safe

space. I feel like if I really had a problem, I could come and find them. A bunch of my teachers, we all

know Ms. Sangha, Mr. Brown, Dr. Hill, all of them. They are a safe space that I've built myself and that's a

relationship that I built with them. But without it, you're going to feel so lonely in the school. You're

going to feel like it's only you. You're going to feel like you have nobody. The teachers are just teachers to

you. And that's another thing. Teachers aren't just teachers. A teacher just feels like a teacher to you

instead of a whole nother person that can guide you in different ways. That isn't just education. You need

to find that person
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